Storer College
(1867- 1955)

Notable students,
educators, and
graduates.

(Storer College Class of 1907 pictured, courtesy of the
West Virginia and Regional History Center)

John William Dungee
A Founding Member of Storer College

Agent for
Storer
College

John William Dungy was born into enslavement
in New Kent County, Virginia in 1833. There is
peculation his father was President Tyler, as
Dungee’s mother was enslaved by him. Around
1860, he traveled the Underground Railroad
to Hamilton, Canada West. He returned to the
United States at the conclusion of the Civil
War, and attended both Oberlin College in
Ohio and Bates College in Maine. He and peer
Hamilton Keyes became founding members of
Storer College . Dungee traveled around the
United States, preaching and building Baptist
churches and advocating for the education of
African Americans. He died in Oklahoma City in
1903.
John Dungee, courtesy of charlescity.org.

John Robert (J.R.) Clifford
West Virginia’s First African American Attorney

Class of
1878

J.R Clifford was born in 1848 to free,
previously enslaved parents in Williamsport,
Virginia. Clifford received an education in
Chicago, and at 15, he enlisted in the U.S
colored troops. Here, he reached the rank of
corporal, and after the civil war, Clifford
moved around to run writing schools on the
east coast. He enrolled in Storer college in the
early 1870s, and after graduation, he studied
law. He was the publisher of the national
“Pioneer Press”, elected as delegate at the
1884 R.N.C, and was one of the founders of the
Niagara movement (later known as the naacp),
among being involved in countless important
court cases in West Virginia. Clifford died in
Martinsburg, WV, in 1933.

J.R Clifford, courtesy of aaregistry.org.

Jared Maurice Arter
Educator, Activist, and Pastor

Storer
College
Student

Jared Maurice Arter was born in Jefferson
County, Virginia, in January, 1850 to enslaved
parents. After being freed in 1864, he began
his education at private schools in
Washington, D.C and New York, and
eventually attended Storer College. He then
received a PhD from Pennsylvania State
College, and a BD at Hillside College. In
1887, he was ordained to the gospel ministry,
and was given work at Curtis Free Baptist
Church. Throughout his life he worked as an
educator and a pastor, and died in 1930.

Jared Arter, courtesy of docsouth.unc.edu.

Hamilton Hatter
First President of Bluefield Colored
Institute

Class of
1878

Hamilton Hatter was born in Jefferson
County, Virginia in 1856 to enslaved parents.
He graduated from Storer College in 1878,
and continued his education at Bates College
until 1988. After graduation from Bates,
Hatter returned to Storer College where he
taught Greek, Latin, and Mathematics at and
served on the Board of Trustees until 1906.
He was involved in politics, and later served
as the first President of Bluefield Colored
Institute. He served as President until 1906,
and continued to educate for the rest of his
life. Hamilton Hatter died in 1942 .

Hamilton Hatter, courtesy of wvculture.org.

Coralie Franklin Cook
First Monticello Slave Descendent to Attend
College

Class of
1880

Coraline Franklin Cook was born in March of
1861 to enslaved parents in Lexington, Virginia.
After being sent to Storer Primary School in
1870, she continued her education at the school
through Storer’s transition to a higher
education institute. She graduated Storer
College in 1880, an alum of the Delta Sigma
Theta sorority, various literature and
humanities clubs, and the NAACP. Cook spent
her life as an avid proponent of women’s
suffrage in West Virginia and Washington D.C.
She was a well respected speaker and educator
thorough the first half of the 20th century. She
died in Washington D.C in 1942, and is buried at
Monticello.
Coralie Franklin Cook, courtesy of WVRHC.

Lewis Penick Clinton
African Prince, Missionary, and
Lecturer

Graduated

1880s

Lewis Penick Clinton was born as ”Prince Somayou Zea
Clayou” in Grand Bassa, West Africa around 1865.
After his King father’s death in 1878, and rising
tensions with his uncle who also laid claim to the
throne of Grand Bassa, Clinton fled and began to
study English. In 1884, he traveled to the U.S, and spent
five years at Storer College during the 1880s.
Afterwards, he continued his education at various
schools, eventually acquiring 8 languages. In 1898, he
became a Free Will Baptist Minister, and returned to
Africa. Here, he founded a mission near Fortsville in
Grand Bassa, Liberia helping to educate local people.
His date of death is unknown, although he did return to
the U.S in 1910 to lecture about his mission experiences
at various colleges.
Lewis Clinton, courtesy of the Boston Globe.

John Francis (J.F) Wheaton
First African American in the Minnesota House of
Representatives

Class of
1882

J.F Wheaton was born in Hagerstown, Maryland in 1866.
His father was this first African American to vote in
Maryland. To further his education after primary
school, Wheaton attended Storer College in lieu of a
high school education. After graduating in 1882,
Wheaton dove into the world of politics, becoming an
active member in the Republican Party. After passing
the Maryland bar exam in 1892, Wheaton moved to
Minnesota, where he was the first African American
graduate from the University of Minnesota Law School.
In November of 1898, he was elected to the Minnesota
House of Representatives. From here, he stayed
involved in the political climates of Minnesota, Chicago,
and New York City. After financial ruin in 1922,
Wheaton committed suicide at his home in New York City.

J.F Wheaton, courtesy of the WVRHC.

Fannie Cobb Carter
American Educator, Activist, and Segregationist

Class of
1891

Fannie Cobb Carter was born in Charleston, West
Virginia in September of 1872. She graduated from
Storer College in 1891 with a teaching degree. While
teaching in Kanawha County, Carter was a founding
member of the Charleston Woman's Improvement
League in 189 8. In the 1920s, Carter was known as the
first black woman to work in newspapers in West
Virginia, and used her voice to fight against illiteracy
and segregation. After holding various high ranking
positions in the Kanawha County education system,
Carter became the Dean at the National Trade and
Professional School for Women and Girls
in Washington, D.C. in 1945, and eventually served as
the school's acting president at age 89. In 1962, she
returned to Charleston where she remained active in
the fight for education and segregation in West
Virginia. See died in Charleston in March, 1973.

Fannie Cobb Carter, courtesy of wvpublic.org.

Stella James Sims
Professor of Science and Biology

Class of
1893

Stella James Sims was born in February, 1875
in Washington, D.C. She graduated from
Storer College in 1893, and continued her
education at Bates College in Maine. She was
the first African American woman to graduate
from the school. She then taught at Virginia
Seminary in Virginia, and Storer College until
1906. when she moved to Bluefield, West
Virginia. Here, Sims taught biology and science
at Bluefield State College for nearly 30
years. She was department chair for years,
and eventually retired to a farm in
Pennsylvania. she died here at an unknown
date.

Stella Sims, courtesy of bates.edu.

Ella Nora Phillips Stewart
First African American Female
Pharmacists In Pennsylvania

Class of
1910

Ella Nora Phillips Stewart was born in March,
1893 in Stringtown, Virginia. Due to her
outstanding success in school, she was granted
scholarships to attended Storer College at age
12. She moved to Pittsburgh, where she worked
as a book keeper at a pharmacy, after her infant
daughter died and she divorced her husband. In
1914, she gained acceptance into University of
Pittsburgh’s School of Pharmacy. In 1916, she
became the first black woman to graduate from
Pitt's pharmacy program . Later that year, she
became the first African American female
pharmacist in Pennsylvania, and one of the first
in the country. She died in November of 1987.
Ella Nora Pihillips Stewart, courtesy of spirtofjefferson.com.

Don Redman
Famous Jazz Musician

Class of
1920

Don Redman was born in July, 1900 in Piedmont,
WV. After graduating from Storer College in
1920, Redman attended the Boston
Conservatory. He began his jazz career in
1923, playing and arranging with the Fletcher
Henderson orchestra. Throughout his life, he
performed with jazz greats Jimmy Dorsey,
Count Basie and Harry James. He achieved
great success in New York City with both his
orchestra and as a solo artist. Don Redman
died of unknown causes in New York City in
November, 1964.

Don Redman, courtesy of WVRHC.

Madison Spencer Briscoe
Leading Parasitologist of the 20th Century

Class of
1924

Madison Spencer Briscoe was born in
March, 1904 in Winchester, Virginia. He
attended Storer College, and graduated
with a preparatory degree in 1924. After
further education at Lincoln University and
Columbia University, he returned to Storer
to teach both high school and college
courses. Briscoe taught a variety of
biological science courses at Storer, and
became the first African- American member
of the West Virginia Academy of Sciences.
He completed his PhD in parasitology in
1950, and bought a house in Harpers Ferry
in 1951. Briscoe died in 1995.
Madison Briscoe, courtesy of WVRHC.

Nnamdi Azikiwe
First President of Nigeria

Class of
1926

Nnamdi Benjamin Azikiwe was born in
November, 1904 in northern Nigeria. In 1924,
he came to the United States to attended
Storer College, and graduated in 1926. He
continued his education at Lincoln University
and the University of Pennsylvania. After
much success in the academic world of United
States colleges, he returned to Nigeria In
1934. a newspaper career led him into a life in
politics that included appointment by Queen
Elizabeth II to the Privy Council of the United
Kingdom, head of state, Governor-general,
and ultimately the first president of Nigeria in
1963. After a military coup in 1966, he
returned to the University world, and died in
May 1996.
Nnamdi Azikiwe, courtesy of WVRHC.

Sylvia Bishop
First African-American Woman Licensed to
Train Thoroughbreds in the U.S

Storer
College
Student

Sylvia Bishop was born in 1921, and began
exercising and grooming horses at age 17
while attending Storer College
preparatory school. as a trainer, her
horses raced at to the Charles Town Race
Track and tracks in Maryland. Bishop
owned and trained thoroughbred racing
horses for more than 60 years before
severe arthritis forced her to retire in
2000. She died in December, 2005.

Sylvia Bishop, curtsy of WVRHC.

Kathryn Peddrew
NASA Mathematician

Class of
1943

Kathryn Peddrew was born in Martinsburg,
West Virginia in 1922. Peddrew graduated
from Storer College with a chemistry degree
in 1943, and was hired by NASA the same year.
She spent her entire career there, and retired
in 1986. She left behind 43 years of experience
in both aeronautical and aerospace research.
She also studied balance in the Instrument
Research Division.

Kathryn Peddrew, courtsey of Storer Alumni Association.

Mary Peyton Dyson: Educator
Mary Peyton Dyson was born in 1883. Mary attended Storer College in 1906 and
graduated from the Normal Department in 1908. She was involved in Storer
College, including serving as its national organizer of the alumni associations,
treasurer of the Women’s Commission, and president of Storer’s Washington
Alumni chapter. She was elected a trustee of the college in 1937, and served as
the chair of the finance committee during the 1940s.

Evelyn Watkins Jemison: Scientist
Evelyn Watkins Jemison was born 1921 in Alabama. She graduated from Talladega
College in 1942, and received a Master of Science degree in embryology from
Howard University in 1946. That same year, she became chair of the Biology
Department at Storer College. In 1950, she began a long career at Virginia State
Univerisy. She was director of the VSU Sickle Cell Program, the only woman in the
school’s history to receive the rank of full professor without a Ph.D.

Class of
1908

Biology
Dept.
Chair

Joseph Jeffrey Walters : Author
J.J Walters was born in the 1860s in Liberia. In the early 1880s, he joined the Cape
Mount Misson, which brought him to West Virginia to attend Storer College.
After attending college in Ohio, he published Guanya Pau: A Story of an African
Princess in 1891. Walters work is the earliest surviving English novel published
by a Black African .

Storer
College
Student

Allen Cole: Photographer
Allen Cole was born in 1883 in Kearneysville, West Virginia. Cole
graduated from Storer College in 1905, eventually finding his way to
Cleveland, Ohio. Here, he found a passion for photography. Over the
years, his work earned prizes at state and local exhibitions. Cole also
was a founder and treasurer of the Progressive Business League in
Cleveland. He was the first African American member of the Cleveland
Society of Professional Photographers. He died in February, 1970.

Class of
1905

Henry Curtis Brooks: Psychologist
Henry Curtis Brooks was born on an unknown date in Alexandria, Virginia.
He and his brother left home in 1946 to attend Storer College. After
graduating in 1950, Henry earned both a bachelor’s degree in Divinity and
a masters’ degree in Sacred Theology from Andover Newton Theological
School. He continued his education at Boston University, graduating with
a doctorate in Psychology and Counseling. From this background he
developed a course of study that is today recognized as the forerunner of
spiritual-based family and crisis intervention.

Class of
1950

